Children's literature is the foundation for youth's literacy development.
Children and young adults need to engage in literary and aesthetic acts because they are essential for human growth. In other words, kids must read books in order to learn and grow. You are an adult. What are you doing here?
Why are you reading kids' books? I'll take a few guesses.
• You are interested in children's literature because you have fond memories of books from your youth (Figure 1.1) . You enjoyed these books as a child and you would like to revisit them as an adult.
Welcome! I will review some old favorites and introduce you to new ones as well.
• You are a writer or artist (or both) and you want to create books for children; therefore, you want to know more about the field. Or, you might Great. You are in the right place. I will provide a thorough response to these questions and address many more. We definitely will explore these topics. Yes, I will discuss the faces, places, and spaces of children's literature. This book has something for you too. Yes, we will go there.
• You are taking a class in children's literature because you think it will be an easy A. After all, children's literature is written for children and youth; therefore, children's books must be easy to comprehend with simplistic plots and lots of pictures (Figure 1.8 
Purpose
The purpose of this book is to introduce you to the field of children's literature. My goals for you are as follows: develop an appreciation of children's literature as a literary art form, learn how children's books and text structures work to create meaning, and to acquire strategies for critically evaluating books written for children and youth. In addition, you will examine societal trends and cultural issues in connection to particular texts and across the field of children's literature.
Different Uses for Different Audiences
By creating an e-textbook, I have integrated relevant digital resources and provided an interactive space for exploring the content that meets the needs of many audiences. 
Audiences with Professional Interests in Connection to Children

Key Features
The Inside, Outside, and Upside Downs of Children's Literature: From Poets and Pop-ups to Princesses and Porridge integrates relevant digital resources and provides an interactive space for learning that is affordable and accessible and meets the needs of multimodal readers and learners.
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GRAPHICS
Each chapter includes graphics to help you navigate the book and to provide quick visual summaries or questions to guide your thinking.
COMMENT bubbles
Throughout the book, comment bubbles provide a space for me to post additional information or add behind-the-scenes commentary. In other words, comment bubbles are the spaces where I let you know what I really think.
photographs/video
Visual images of children's books are important features of the book. I included photographs of cover art and illustrations. I also embedded video content from Youtube, TED talks, and I also created my own-with a little help from my friends.
web links
There is much to learn about children's literature and a great deal of content has been created by museums, libraries, and organizations such as the American Library Association. When appropriate, I have linked to reliable, relevant information that is already posted in digital spaces. By providing links to other sources, I hope you explore content beyond the information provided in this book. to expose reluctant readers to outstanding exemplars and to encourage broader reading and lifelong habits because, let's face it, passionate readers will find quality. It is the struggling readers who need help finding motivating and interesting texts that are relevant to their lives. Struggling readers do not need competitions, leveled books, or colored dots to encourage their reading. They need to be guided by role models who can help them find the right books (Figure 1.10 
About the Author
